En bloc endoscopic mucosal resection of a large early stage gastric cancer by combined use of an insulation-tipped diathermic knife and a grasping forceps percutaneously inserted into the gastric lumen.
A new endoscopic mucosal resection using an insulation-tipped diathermic knife (IT knife-EMR) is a promising procedure for en bloc resection of an early stage gastric cancer. However, the use of this procedure for a large lesion on the greater curvature of the gastric middle-upper body is technically difficult. With the help of a grasping forceps percutaneously inserted into the gastric lumen, which allowed traction to be applied to the lesion, a 66-year-old man with a large tumor (49mm in diameter) on the greater curvature of the gastric middle body underwent IT knife-EMR. This approach enabled easy dissection between the submucosa and the muscle layer by the IT knife under direct vision. The lesion was completely removed as a single piece. This new technique, employing IT knife-EMR in cooperation with a percutaneously inserted grasping forceps, could be a potential procedure to make original IT knife-EMR easier. This approach may enhance the utility of original IT knife-EMR for selected tumors, that is, large tumors on the greater curvature of the middle-upper body of the stomach and/or ulcerated tumors. We propose that the present approach may provide an important alternative to laparoscopic intragastric surgery.